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Merry Christmas
allour friends

DIOCESE OF PES

CHURCH OF PAKISTAN

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

(Translation of Bishop Humphrey
Peters Christmas message
that he has shared with the Dioce:

Our country Pakistan is passing through
a troubled period. On one hand, we are
caught up in war against terrorism while
on the other hand, hunger, price hike,
injustice is weakening the country.
Natural disasters, calamities and suicide
bombings have taken away smiles from
the peoplebs faces
conditions have shattered the entire
country, and out of the Country, we have
lost most of our good International
friends. In this situation, can we the
Pakistani Christians, though very small in
number, become a source of peace,
comfort and joy for our own country?

| feel the living nations have always
overcome the hard times provided they
have the Will to do so. Life is closely
connected to spirit; we the Pakistani
Christians with the rest of the body of
Christ around the World claim to have a
comforter, a helper in the shape of Holy
Spirit (John 16: 7), can we the Christians
by asking the Holy Spirit become a
source of comfort, peace and joy for our
own country. With faith it is possible, but
at the same time we need to remember
that Jesus said | am the true vine, and
my Father is the gardener. He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful (John 15: 1-2).
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Then He says | am the vine; you are the
branches (John 15:5). If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given
you (John 15:7).

Bishop Humphrey holding a flood- affected
child

Like many previous years, once again
2010 is taking us toward the celebrations
of the Christos" of
December. Once again Christ birth is
reminding us to connect ourselves, His
branches, with the True Vine that His
Spirit starts moving in us because apart
from Him we are nothing. Let His
fragrance through us become a source of
Peace, Joy and Comfort for every
Pakistani who right now is weary and
burdened.

May the blessing of Christmas and joys
of the New Year always remain with us
all.

With prayers and good wishes.

+ Humphrey S. Peters,
Bishop of Peshawar.
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Prayers Requests
1. Kindly pray for the release of

Aasia Bibi, who has been
awar ded 6Deat h
Court in Pakistan. She was

convicted under the Blasphemy
L a wSection 29571 C, PPC.

2. On this Christmas, kindly
remember the flood-affected
people of Pakistan, as most of
them have lost everything they
once processed, even their near
and the dear ones.

4. Kindly pray for the Diocese,
who is still looking after hundreds
of flood-victims, and have now
started the reconstruction and
rehabilitation process for them.

May this Christmas
bring you a lot of joy
and happiness in your
lives

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

An International Ordination Service held in Peshawar

Sunday; 21 November 2010: In a joint
ordination service organized by the
Peshawar Diocese was held at the St.
Johnods Cathedral,
candidates for the ordination as
Presbyters and Deacons belonging to
the Peshawar Diocese, and the Iran
Diocese were ordained simultaneously
by the Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters,
the Bishop of Peshawar and the Rt.
Revd. Azad Marshal, the Bishop of
Iran.
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Both the Bishops ordaining the new Priests
It was an International Ordination
Service, something never witnessed
before. The Diocese of Peshawar and
the Diocese of Iran & Gulf area have
established a Link, and both of them
serve their people as one Body of
Christ.

The proceedings started with Prayers,
followed by hymns and readings from the
Scriptures. All the four candidates in the
presence of the clergy, and large number
of congregation, including guests and
priests from Iran, Gulf and the
Netherlands were examined by both the
Bishops, as the tradition goes.

Both the Bishops administering the Oath to the
Priests
After satisfactory answers, and consent
of the witnesses and the congregation,
they were formally and officially ordained
by their respective Bishops. Both the
Bishops blessed the candidates and
administered the oath to them, and were
decorated with stoles accordingly. They
were formally allowed to perform their
new responsibilities as priests and

deacons with honesty and dedication.
(Continued on page 4, coR)

Unity in the Body of Christ
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of the Spirit through the bond of
p e a ¢ g&phésians 4:3)

21 November 10: The Diocese of
Peshawar, and the Diocese of Iran &
Gulf area have officially developed, a
working relationship. They are also part
of 6Angl i can Commun
similar aims and objectives. A special
church service on 21 November 2010
was hel d at the S
Peshawar to officially and publically
announce the oOLinl
Dioceses.

OLinkd Service
During the Church Service it was
officially announced that apart from a
number of other joint activities, an
exchange programme for the clergy will
also be part of the Link. The Priests from
one Diocese will work for a specific
period of their service in the other
Diocese to gain experience and
exposure. Through this exchange
programme the priests will also act as
good will ambassadors of their
respective dioceses, which will further
enhance friendly ties between both the
Dioceses. Before the start of the service,
priests from both the Dioceses entered
the Cathedral in a form of procession.
The Revd. Christopher Edgar (the
Bi shopés Chapl ai n)

and Revd. Al Johnson represented the
Iran Diocese, whereas, the Revd. S.P.
Asghar, Revd. Rasheed Nazir, Revd. ljaz
M. Gill, Revd. Joseph John, Revd. Eric
Walter, and Revd. Tanzeel Zafar

represented the Diocese of Peshawar.
(Continued on page 4, c&)



The Diocesan Council

The Diocesan Council is the
supreme law and decision-making
body of the Diocese. All the

constitutional and administrative
matters are discussed and
approved in the Council. The

Bishop of Peshawar is the
Chairman/President, and the
Council elects other office-
bearers, executive committee and
various boards of the Diocese for
three years tenure.

The Council members/
representatives come from all the
Parishes and Sub-parishes of the
Diocese, Heads of the Diocesan
Institutions, representative from
the Youth and the Women
Councils, and all the clergymen of
the Diocese.

Administrative Boards

The Diocesan Council works
through its 6 boards/sectors, i.e.
Mission & Ministry, Education,
Health, Property, Finance and
Development & Relief. After every
three years, the Council elects its
board members. The Council also
elects its Executive Committee
and the representatives for the
Synod, Church of Pakistan.

The Peshawar Diocese is divided
into three deaneries
administratively to run the Faith &
Order matters, i.e. Central
Deanery, Northern  Deanery,
Southern Deanery. The Council
also elects the Deans for these
three Deaneries.

New Officers of the
Diocesan Council
(20102013)

Vice President Clergy
The Revd. Ejaz M. Gill
Vice President Laity
Mr. Safdar Massey
Vice President Women
Mrs. Afreen Sarfraz
Diocesan Secretary
The Revd. Rasheed Nazir

The 11 t Triennial

Diocesan Council
New Officebearers, Boards and

Committees ardormed
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. Bishop Humphrey chairing the Council '
257 26 Nov, 2010: The 11™ Triennial

Diocesan Council, of the Peshawar
Diocese was held at the Diocesan
Centre, Peshawar.

This was the first Council meeting of
the Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters as
the Bishop of Peshawar.

The programme started with prayers
and the Holy Communion Service led
by the Bishop himself, followed by the
address of the Bishop. The Bishop also
announced the Nomination Committee,
Minutes  Secretaries and  other
Committees. After the roll call, the
Diocesan Secretary presented his
report, followed by the reports of the
Diocesan Sectors Secretaries, which
were followed by questions and
comments from the house.

Participants of the Council

The next day, after the prayers and roll
call, Bishop Humphrey reminded the
House that they have the authority to
make policies and plans for the entire
Diocesan working sectors. Later, the
participants were divided into twelve
working/discussion groups, and were
assigned to make policies and future
plans for the next 1 % years, ------ As
the Diocesan Council will meet again
after 1 Y% year to check-out the
execution of the plans chalked out by
themselves, and to further analysize
the situation to act accordingly.

After the lunch break, all the groups
presented their reports/plans and
policies through their group leaders.

Group Discussion

In the last session, the Nomination
Committee presented its report and all
the nominations were approved by the
House unanimously.

The new Diocesan Office-bearers are:

Vice President Laity:
Mr. Safdar Massey

Vice President Clergy:

Revd. Ejaz M Gill

Vice President Women:
Mrs. Afreen Sarfraz
Diocesan Secretary:

Revd. Rasheed Nazir

Session in progress

Later, the members of the Executive
Committee, the Diocesan Boards, and
the representatives for the Synod,
Church of Pakistan were also
announced, and approved by the
house.

The Deans for all the three Deaneries
of the Peshawar Diocese were also
announced in the Council.

Revd. Joseph John (Central Deanery)
Revd. Rafig Javed (Northern Deanery)
Revd. Wasim Ayaz(Southern Deanery)

Finally, the Bishop administered the
Oath to all the new office-bearers and
members of the various Boards and
Committees. The Bishop in his short
speech congratulated all the officers
and the members, and blessed all the
participants present on the occasion.
The closing prayer was offered by the
Revd. Rasheed Nazir.



(Extract from an article by Mariana Baabar,
Courtesy dnhheélNewsc,

ICG suggests repeal of all
discriminatory laws

A strong voice has been rasied to
repeal all laws in Pakistan that
discriminate on the basis of
religions, sect or gender, including
the blasphemy laws, anti-Ahmadi
laws and Hudood Ordinances,
prosecuting any civilian or military
official responsible for enforced
disappearances, extra-judicial
killings and other human rights
violations while also pointing out

the Aineffective
criminal justice system which has
serious repercussions for
domestic, regional and
international se

A very timely report has been

published by the International
Crisis Group (ICG), which
examines Paki st

justice system and urges the
government to take immediate
action for reform.

Investigators fail to build strong
cases that stand up in courts, and
there is a lack of access to basic
data and modern tools. Moreover,

corruption, intimidation and
external interference, including by
t he militaryds
agencies, compromise cases

before they even come to court.
As a result, domestic stability is

undermined, and the public
confidence in the law is
weakened, says the report.

APakistanbs pol.i

whole criminal justice system, still
largely functions on the imperative
of maintaining public order rather
than tackling 21¥ cent ur y

says Samina Ahmed, South Asia
Project Director.

Given the gravity of internal
security challenges, the Pakistan
Peopl eds P a r-ledy
government in Islamabad, and the
four  provincial governments
should make the reform of an
anarchic criminal justice sector a
top domestic priority.

(Continued from Page2, col.3)
Ordination Service
During the ceremony and the church
service, a delegation of youth choir
from Iran Diocese presented two
religious songs in Persian, which were
much appreciated by the audience.

The ceremony ended with Holy
Communion Service, which was led by
both the Bishops and assisted by the
newly ordained priests and deacons,
i.e. Revd. Shahid Younas (Presbyter)

Revd. Shahzad Gill (Deacon)
Revd. Murad Masih (Deacon)
Revd. Al Johnson (Preshyter)

Newly ordained Priests assiting the Hol
Communion

After the ceremony, the Peshawar
Diocese held a traditional reception
party in the honour of the visitors and
the local congregation. The party was
held at the Diocesan Centre,
Peshawar. Traditional Peshawari Tika,
Kabab, sweets and Kashmiri tea was
served, and highly appreciated by the
visitors, and the locals.

Bishop Humphrey & Bishop Marshal in the Party

Earlier, the Rt. Revd. Humphrey S.
Peters presented traditional Peshawari
winter hats, waist coats and shawls to
the visitors from Iran, Gulf and the
Netherlands as a souvenir, and a token
of friendship.

The whole programme for this Holy
sacrament was well organized and
much appreciated by the participants.
This, indeed was the first but unique
ordination service, but not the last. As
the Diocese of Peshawar, and the
Diocese of Iran & Gulf are looking
forward to a long lasting link/friendship,
which will further empower them to
spread the Word of God, all over the
Globe.

(Continued from Page2, col3)

The 6LIinkd Se
Bishop Azad Marshal in his message
emphasized on the Unity of the Church

at all Il evels. He
source of blessing for both the
Dioceses and will establish good
wor king relations|
this link will further strengthen in the
days to come. 0 He

Bishop Humphrey presénting Episcopal Staff
to Bishop Azad Marshal, as a souvenir
Another, special mark of this service
was t he 6exchang
between the two Bishops, which was
part of the formal ceremony. The
Bishop of Peshawar presented a hand-
made wooden Episcopal Staff to the
Bishop of Iran. This staff bears mono-
grams of both the Dioceses. In
exchange, the Bishop of Gulf
presented a special Cross of his

Diocese to the Bishop of Peshawar.

The Iranian Choir presenting a song

A special Choir from the Iran Diocese,
comprising young people from Iran &
Masqat, presented beautiful religious
songs during the service, which were
enjoyed and appreciated by the
congregation.

In the end, the Holy Communion was
celebrated, led by both the Bishops.
After the service the Bishops met the
congregation, and the people present
on the occasion greeted and
congratulated them on the formation of
a historical link which will also promote
friendly relations between the Christian
communities of the Iran, Gulf and
Pakistan.



