
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                 Adoption and Inheritance 

 
The Word that was God after becoming flesh and making 

His dwelling among us in the shape of Jesus enabled us 

all who believe and follow him to become children of 

God. Despite our many inequities, shortcomings and sins 

God as our Father adopted us and put us in the palm of 

His holy hands, this has become possible only through 

coming of Jesus on this earth. Now, we enjoy double 

privileges (a) adopted children of God, (b) heir of His 

inheritance. When we become Children of God and heir 

of His kingdom, it becomes essential for us to fulfill the 

law as given by God. Jesus said he is on this earth not to destroy the law or the 

prophets but to fulfill the law. (Mat 5:17) it means that as children of God, fulfillment 

of the laws as already given by God becomes essential for us. Birth of Jesus made the 

fulfillment of the laws a little easier for us. ñLet no debt remain outstanding except 

the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves other has fulfilled the 

law. The commandment you shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you 

shall not steal, you shall not covet, and whatever other command there may be, are 

summed up in this one commandment; love your neighbour as yourself.ò (Romans 

13: 8-10) God became our father through the coming of Jesus Christ in this world. 

We became partakers with Christ in the inheritance of God. If we do not love each 

other we are negating Godôs commandment, it means we are deliberately saying 

good-bye to our inheritance. On this Christmas, let us remind ourselves that we better 

cling to our inheritance, and enjoy our adoption by the Creator of the heaven and 

earth. This is possible if we simply fulfill the commandment i.e. whoever loves other 

has fulfilled the law. 

 

May the blessings of Christmas always remain with us all.  

 

THE FRONTIER NEWS 

Christmas Message by the Bishop of Peshawar   

 
"For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, and 

the government will be 

on his shoulders. and he 

will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace". (Isaiah 9:6)    

 

St. Johnõs 

Cathedral, 

Peshawar 

built in 1850.  

A beautiful 

example of 

Gothic 

architecture

, built by the 
British. 
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ά!ǘƭŜŀǎǘ ǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘŜŘέΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
participants. 
 
The Diocesan Vice President, Mr. 
Safdar Massey, Diocesan Secretary, 
Revd. Rasheed Nazir and Treasurer, 
Col. Kanwal Isaacs were also present 
at this occasion. All the people 
enjoyed social chit chat, and 
expressed their happiness. Later, all 
the participants enjoyed the 
Christmas Dinner 
 

 
.      

 

Christmas Get-together for Senior Citizens 

 
 

 

Children & Christmas in images  

 
 
According to our culture, the 
elders hold a special place in 
society. They are highly respected 
and are always acknowledged for 
their services. Keeping these 
values in view, the Diocese of 
Peshawar organized a special 
Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ DŜǘ-together for the 
Senior CitƛȊŜƴǎΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
elderly staff of the Diocese, on 19 
December 2011. 
 
The programme started with 
hymns and prayers. All the elderly 
people, both men and women 
participated with enthusiasm. 
Some games, and an 
entertainment programme was 
also arranged for the party. Some 
people sang songs, some told jokes 
and a few shared interesting 
experiences of their life. Many 
acknowledged the organisors for 

arranging such a nice programme. 

Children & Christmas 
 
 

 
 
Christmas, just like the Kingdom of heaven belongs to 
the children, all kinds of fun and religious 
programmes are arranged for the children, and by 
the children. 
 

21 December 2011: The Junior Church (Sunday 
School) of Mission Hospital Chapel celebrated a 
Christmas programme. The Sunday school children 
performed in dramas on the themes of the 
prophecies of Prophets about the Birth of Jesus, i.e. 
Isaiah, Moses, Amos, Daniel and Micah, and 
presented Christmas carols, as well. 
 

 
The Archdeacon S. P. Asghar, Revd. Altaf Gohar and 
Mrs. Noureen Altaf were invited as special guests at 
this occasion.       

 
 

At the end, the gifts of Bible story books were 
presented among the children by the Diocesan Junior 
Church Desk, and certificates were distributed among 
the teachers of the Sunday School. Later, a Christmas 
cake-cutting ceremony was also held.  
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Bishop Humphrey with the Youth of Thall 

During his visit, the Bishop and his 
team observed that there is much 
poverty, unemployment and absence 
of a good school for Christian students 
was felt as well.  
 

Keeping these conditions in           
view, the Rt. Revd. Humphrey Peters 
announced that the Diocese has 
decided to start new projects in this 
area for their development. He said 
that a Primary School at Thall, which 
could be upgraded later, and a Retreat 
Centre will also be constructed.  
One of the senior members of the 
Bishops delegation disclosed to the 
Ψ/ƻƳƳŘŜǎƪΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
programmes will eventually help to 
develop socio-economic status of the 
area, as well. 
 

He further added that, the Rt. Revd. 
Humphrey S. Peters and the Diocese 
of Peshawar has decided to construct 
a Retreat & Renewal Centre and a 
Primary School in Thall, as the cool 
climate and beautiful hills are just 
ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨwŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩΣ 
whereas, the Primary school will 
enable the Christian community to 
set a solid foundation in Education for 
their children, who in fact are the 
asset of the community. 
 

¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
happiness to the people and 
congregation of Thall. The community 
leaders thanked the Bishop and the 
Diocese.  
 

 
Bishop Humphrey with the clergy 

 
  

The Town of Thall  

 

This year, the Thall Parish organized a 
special Christmas Programme on 18 
December 2011. The Bishop of 
Peshawar along with other senior 
priests went to attend this 
programme. A special Holy 
Communion service was held in St. 
tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¢ƘŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘtended 
by a large number of people. At this 
occasion, Bishop Humphrey in his 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ΨtǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΩΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǎ Iƛǎ 
followers should work to establish 
tŜŀŎŜ ϧ IŀǊƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ  
 

 
Bishop Humphrey presenting gifts to the children 

After the service, Christmas carols and 
dramas were presented by the Sunday 
schools children and youth members. 
Special gifts (shoe-boxes) were 
distributed among the children by the 
Diocesan Junior church desk and the 
Pakistan Sunday School Ministry.       
 

The Bishop distributed Gas cylinders & 
heaters, and Electric Fans among the 
35 families of Thall, as Christmas gifts. 
The congregation was over whelmed 
with joy, and they thanked the Bishop 
and his team for their visit and 
support. The next day, Bishop 
Humphrey along with his team visited 
various Christian compounds in Thall, 
and in his door to door visit he prayed 
for each family and listened to the 
problems faced by the local 
community, and showed his solidarity 
with them.  
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The mountainous and hilly Thall or Thal is a City 
of Hangu District in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province of Pakistan. It is administratively 
subdivided into two Union Councils. A major 
Bazaar or market of this region is located here 
which is a hub for traders from Kurram agency, 
Afghanistan and adjoining areas. The 
Peshawar-Thall and Thall-Parachinar road 
passes from here which is an important route 
of this area. There is an old British built fort 
which is the HQ of Thall Scouts, responsible for 
law and order situation in the region. It is 
separated from the North Waziristan Agency 
by the Kurram River.It is 4hrs drive from 
Peshawar and about 3hrs from Kohat. The 
weather is extreme cold in winters and mild 
and pleasant in summers, days are bit hotter, 
with cool breeze in the evenings.  
 
 

Now a days, the town of Thall is going through 
difficult times because of the Terrorism in the 
region. The road to Thall is often blocked near 
Hangu, and the passengers have to travel 
through a long and hard terrain to reach Thall.   
 

The Thall Parish is progressing well, as the 
Christian community is very committed and has 
strong faith in God. The Revd. Lazar H. Dean 
and Lay Pastor David Masih work hard for the 
uplift of their parish.  

 

Bishop Humphrey with the Thall Christian 

Community 


