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Clergy Retreat, Khanpur 
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    20 - 23 May 2015: A three day 

Clergy Retreat was led by the Rt. 

Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, held at 

the Diocesan (own) Retreat Centre, 

Khanpur. A very secluded but 

beautiful hill station, near Khanpur 

lake, a wonderful place for prayer 

and worship in the wilderness.  
 

    The theme of this 

Retreat/seminar was, "Blessings of 

the Holy Spirit". The Rt. Revd. 

Humphrey S. Peters and the Very 

Revd. S. P. Asghar, Archdeacon, 

Peshawar Diocese were among the 

key-note speakers. Other speakers 

included the Revd. Joseph John, 

Revd. Shahid Younas, and the 

Revd. Shahzad Murad, Secretary, 

Mission & Minsitry Sector. 
 

   The Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. 

Peters in his teachings mentioned 

that the Holy Spirit came as a gift 

on the Day of Pentecost.  

Thus foundation of the Church was 

laid-down. Bishop Humphrey also 

took the Bible study sessions 

throughout the retreat, and the 

clergy felt their existing knowledge 

has been enhanced. 
 

   The Revd. S. P. Asghar in his 

message said the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit must be visible in the life and 

conduct of a priest. Similarly, other 

speakers discussed various fruits of 

the Holy Spirit in their sessions. 
 

   The Bishop also urged the clergy 

to celebrate the Day of Pentecost in 

their respective Parishes; including 

Sunday schools, women 

fellowships and the Youth of all the 

parishes. 
 

    In a spirit filled environment, the 

whole programme was a wonderful 

learning experience for the clergy. 
 

       
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Retreat in Images 

 

Bishop Humphrey with the Clergy of Peshawar Diocese  

 

 



 

The Children's International Day 

 

 
 
    The Junior Church Desk of the 

Diocese of Peshawar decided to 

celebrate this International Day of 

children by promoting the habit of 

Prayer & Worship among children 

from an early age. 
 

    The Sunday School children from 

various parishes of the Diocese, i.e. 

Kohat, Nowshara, Mardan and 

Peshawar participated, and marked the 

Day by praying to the Lord!  
 

    Various activities, like skits, dramas 

and speech competitions were arranged 

to give an insight to the children on the 

importance of Prayer, and to promote 

the habit of Prayer among children. In 

the Speech competition, the first prize 

was won by the Sunday School of 

Mardan Parish, 2nd prize by the St. 

John's Cathedral Parish, Peshawar 
 

 

 
 

and the third prize was secured by the 

Kohat Parish. 
 

    Guests from the Scripture Union, 

Mr. Manawar Younas and Mr. Abi 

Saloon from Lahore sung worship 

songs, and created a very spiritual 

environment. 
 

     Earlier, the distinguished guests 

were welcomed by Mrs. Naveeda 

Razak, the Junior Church Desk 

Coordinator. She garlanded the Rt. 

Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, Bishop of 

Peshawar, the Revd. Shahzad Murad, 

Secretary, Mission & Ministry Board, 

and Mr. Emmanuel, Principal, St. 

Paul's School, Mardan.  
 

     At the end of the ceremony, Bishop 

Humphrey Peters distributed prizes 

among the winners, and in his speech 

he appreciated participation of all the 

children from various parishes, and 

encouraged them to pray regularly. The 

Bishop also praised the organisors for 

holding such a useful and practical 
programme/event for the children. 
 

    The programme ended with prayer 

by the Bishop, followed by a dinner for 

all present at the occasion. 
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The Day of Pentecost 

Celebrations 

 
 

 
Children & youth presenting skits  

 

    Usually the Christian community celebrates  

'just' the Day of Pentecost, but here at the 

Diocese of Peshawar it was decided to celebrate 

the whole week. 
 

    Throughout the Pentecost week, the youth of 

the St. John's Cathedral, the Junior Church and 

the Women Fellowship organized various 

seminars and special events to mark the 

Pentecost Day/event.  
 

    The Youth Group beautifully decorated the 

Church with pictures, images and charts, 

highlighting the value, background and 

foundation of the Church. The youngsters, both 

boys and girls also presented special worship 

songs in the back-drop of the Pentecost day. A 

Special seminar was also arranged, thus a 

young key-note speaker, Mr. Munawar Younas 

from the Scripture Union was invited to 

motivate and educated the youth. Mr. Insar 

Gohar, the youth officer was especially invited 

to witness the programme, who in his short talk 

encouraged the youth for all their hard work 

and dedication. 
 

    Similarly, the Sunday School of the 

Cathedral, and the Women Fellowship also 

arranged seminars, presenting skits, religious 

songs and dramas in the back drop of the Day 

of Pentecost, which was highly appreciated by 

the elders and the congregation of the St. John's 

Cathedral, Peshawar. 
 

    All other Parishes and churches also 

celebrated the Pentecost Day in their respective 

stations with traditional religious pomp and 

show. 
 

 
 

St. Paul's Church, Mardan decorated for the 

Pentecost Day 



Church of the Martyrs 

 

Ascension Day 

celebrations 
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   The All Saints' Church, Peshawar 

City was built in the 19th century 

during the British Raj in the Sub-

continent. In those days, Peshawar 

used to be like the wild-west for the 

English. At that time uprisings and 

movements against the British Raj 

were at its peak. Thus it wasn't easy to 

erect a new Church, especially outside 

the cantonment area. 

 

   During the All Saints' Church 

construction nobody could judge or 

imagine, even from the interior of the 

building, that it's a Church in the 

making, and it still looks like a 

mosque. However, the moment 'The 

Cross was erected on the top of the 

building, some extremist elements 

opened fire and the Christian 

community had to deal with casualties. 

Still there is an aperture cause by a 

bullet in the cross, which bears a 

unique witness.  
 

   The history repeated itself in 

September 2013, when a couple of 

suicide bombers blew themselves up, 

killing 98 women, men and children, 

and 144 people were injured, some of 

them are still nursing their wounds. 

This brutal and inhumane act of terror 

has left a permanent scar on the 

memory of the Christian community.  

 

   Apart from the human loss and 

causalities, serious damage was also 

caused to the building, both exterior 

   The Diocese of Peshawar, under the 

leadership of the Rt. Revd. Humphrey 

S. Peters persuaded, rather forced the 

Government to provide/allocate funds 

for the repair and renovation of the 

Church. 

 

    After, almost two years of persuasion 

and hard work the Diocese managed to 

achieve its target by the Grace of God. 

This Summer, the repair and maintenance 

work of the All Saints' Church has been 

completed, and now it looks as good as 

new. 

 

   Special Prayer, worship, and 

thanksgiving services were held by the 

Clergy, led by Bishop Humphrey Peters 

at the All Saints' Church, Peshawar City. 

Today the Church is called the 'Church of 

Martyrs' – the real Saints.  

 

All praise to God! 
 
 
 

 

 
   
 

 

    'Ascension Day' is an 

important and inspirational event 

in the Christian belief system. It's 

the day when our Saviour Jesus 

Christ ascended to heaven. 
 

    This year, as per tradition the 

Ascension Day was marked by 

all the Parishes of the Peshawar 

Diocese throughout the province. 

Special sermons were delivered 

by the priests, and 

prayer/worship services were 

conducted by the local priest of 

all the stations. 
 

    Thus congregations were 

educated regarding ascension of 

the Lord Jesus Christ to heaven 

after crucifixion to  fulfill the 

Divine Plan of His Peace and 

Salvation; and his promise of 

second coming! 
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The Bishop’s  E-mail:            Contact Us at: 

 Bishopdop@hotmail.com         commdeskdop@gmail.com  

The Diocesan Centre E.Mail           Visit Us  at: 

DioceseofPeshawar@gmail.com        www.peshawardiocese.org 

 

 

   
 

 

 

  
 

The Church cares! 

 

 

The Diocese of Peshawar has lots of schools, 

colleges, hospitals, clinics, and runs a number of 

projects, but out of all these institutions 'Special 

Education' school of the Mental Health Centre, 

Peshawar is one place where both the staff and pupils 

look equally happy, and the life looks just beautiful! 
 

The Mental Health Centre, Peshawar is a training and 

resource base in the field of special Education and 

community based rehabilitation. Thus advocacy and 

publications for and about Disabled persons go 

beyond borders. It is pertinent to mention that the 

Mentally Health Centre, Peshawar is a pioneer in 

Special Education and 'Community Based 

Rehabilitation' (CBR) in Pakistan. 
 

 
 

MHC, Special Education Children 
 

On admission, it's not only the children who are a bit 

anxious, worried or unsure, but the parents go 

through the same emotions as well. However, after a 

couple of days the children, who were crying at the 

time of admission, are seen smiling and laughing, 

thus participating in group activities as well. The 

parents are usually surprised to see the change in the 

behaviour of their children in a fortnight, or a month, 

sometimes the act of transformation takes place 

within days! 
 

Mental Health Centre is one place where there is no 

negative discrimination of any sort. The 'Teaching 

Plan' is built on what the child can do". and what he 

needs to learn, becomes a target to achieve in future 

through individual teaching plans, with clear 

indicators of progress. The key to success is 'Love 

and Acceptance'.      
 

Commdesk adds: Mr. Rawshid R. Ali has been 

appointed as new Deputy Administrator of the Mental 

Health Centre, Peshawar. Mr. Rawshid has vast 

experience in Administration & Community 

Development Programmes. He previously has worked 

with the United Nation World Food Programme and 

various International NGOs. 

 
 
 

 

Love and Acceptance 

Sharing tears and smiles! 

!together 

 

 

    The victims of All Saints' Church 

bomb blast are still going through the 

process of overcoming their grief, and 

some of the injured are still nursing their 

wounds. The Diocese is sincerely working 

hard to take care of the affectees, thus 

rending whatever possible help it can 

within its limited resources. 
 

    In May 2015, the Diocese of Peshawar 

with the support of Christian Relief 

Organization, USA, and the kind help of 

Dr. Zia Mehmood managed to send 

Sunela Younas, (a bomb blast victim) to 

the United States of America for 

sophisticated medical care and treatment.  
 

    Ms. Sunela was badly injured, as the 

bomb's ball-barrings hit various parts of 

her body, at that time she was going 

through a serious gynecological problems, 

as well. Later, she went through various 

surgeries and treatments, but her 

condition kept deteriorating for the past 

almost two years.  
 

    Thus, the Diocese of Peshawar kept on 

finding ways and resources to send her 

abroad for treatment and better healthcare 

services. By the Grace of God, it 

eventually succeeded. Ms. Sunela 

Younas, along with her mother reached 

USA on 30th May 2015, and now She is 

in safe hands! 
 

    Similarly, in 2014 Kashmala Munawar 

was sent to Australia for treatment. 

Kashmala, a young girl, was seriously 

injured, and her right leg was amputated. 

 

 

 

She also got injuries in various other parts 

of her body and she was in a critical 

condition. Kashmala is now improving 

gradually, and her progress is satisfactory. 

Thanks God! 
 

    In 2014, Mr. & Mrs. Insar Gohar were 

sent to the United States by the Diocese to 

seek counseling and restoration to overcome 

their grief and trauma, caused by the loss of 

their two children. On the recommendation 

of the Rt. Revd. Humphrey S. Peters, the 

General Board of Global Ministries 

(GBGM) of The United Methodist Church 

organized a provision for a special 

counseling programme for the couple. The 

GBGM placed the couple at Overseas 

Ministry Study Centre (OMSC).  
 

    It is pertinent to mention that Mr. Insar 

Gohar is an employee of the Diocese of 

Peshawar, who works as a Youth Officer. 

He lost his two children and mother, and his 

wife was also seriously injured in the blast.  
 

    The Diocese of Peshawar is thankful to 

all its friends and partners, who helped, and 

who are still helping the Diocese to take 

care of victims and affectees of the Church 

blast in Peshawar, 2013.  
 

   The Diocese is still providing nursing 

care, medical treatment, physiotherapy, 

counseling, Home for the Orphans and 

rehabilitation for the injured and affectees 

of the Church blast victims. 
 

Kindly remember the Diocese and its 

programmes in your prayers! 
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